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The Godwin House is an excellent example of a 
house type that enjoyed considerable popularity in 
Tidewater Maryland in the mid-19th century. The 
three-story height, hip roof with widow's walk, and 
side-hall double parlor plan are all recognizable 
features of this form. What is unusual about this 
house is the mixture of interior decorative details. 
The mixture of Greek Revival decoration with early 
Victorian details is relatively common in mid-century 
houses, what is curious is the use of Federal architrave 
trim throughout the first and second floor and the 
very fine Federal mantels on the second floor. 
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The Godwin House is located on the northwest 

corner of South Commerce Street and Godwin Lane 

in Centreville. 

The house is of frame construction, three 

stories high, three bays wide, and two rooms 

deep, with paired chimneys on the north gable of 

a low hip roof with a widow's walk at the peak. 

A two story frame addition with a steeply pitched 

gable roof projects from the south end of the 

rear facade. The overall form of the main house, 

particularly the third floor fenestration and the 

hip roof with widow's walk and bracketed cornice, 

is typical of the mid-19th century. The rear wing 

was probably added circa 1880-90. The entire 

house has been covered with wood shingles; the roof 

is asbestos tile. 

The front facade faces east to South Commerce 

Street. A wide entrance door with side-lights 

and transom is located in the south bay of the 

first floor, with two large 6/6 windows to the 

right. There are three 6/6 windows on the second 

floor and three 3/3 windows on the third floor, 
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The Godwin House is an excellent example 

of a house type that enjoyed considerable popu­

larity in Tidewater Maryland in the mid-19th 

century. The three-story height, hip roof with 

widow's walk, and side-hall double parlor plan 

are all recognizable features of this form. What 

is unusual about this house is the mixture of 

interior decorative details. The mixture of 

Greek Revival decoration with early Victorian 

details is relatively common in mid-century 

houses, what is curious is the use of Federal 

architrave trim throughout the first and second 

floor and the very fine Federal mantels on the 

second floor. 
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7.1 DESCRIPTION 

directly below the cornice. Six-light cellar windows 

are fitted with heavy wood frames and diamond-section 

horizontal bars. The brick foundation is rendered with 

stucco and rusticated. The cornice has a deep soffit 

with decorative scrolled brackets applied against a 

broad, plain frieze. A one-story porch with square 

supporting posts stretches across the two south bays 

of the front facade and wraps around the east end of 

the south gable. The entrance door has a pilastered 

surround; the windows are fitted with louvered shutters. 

A pair of closely spaced 3/3 windows between the 

chimneys on the third floor are the only openings on 

the north gable. The siding, cornice, and roof all 

match the front facade. On the south gable, there 

are two 6/6 windows on the first and second floor, two 

3/3 windows on the third floor, and a pair of cellar 

windows in the foundation. The foundation is stuccoed 

but not rusticated on this facade, all other detail 

matches the front facade. 

The south portion of the rear facade is covered 

by the rear wing on the first and second floor. 

There are 6/6 windows in the north and center bay 

of the first and second floor and three 3/3 windows on 
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7.2 DESCRIPTION 

the third floor. The cornice on this facade is fully 

bracketed; the foundation is rendered. 

The south wall of the rear wing is flush with the 

rear south wall of the main house. There are three large 

2/2 windows on the first floor and three smaller 2/2 

windows on the second floor. A cross gable is offset 

to west of center on the steeply pitched roof. The 

wing rests on an exposed brick foundation and is covered 

with wood shingles and an asbestos tile roof. The 

eaves oversail and are left exposed. A single 2/2 

window to the right of the flush brick chimney on 

each floor are the only openings on the west gable of 

the wing. The gable eaves overhang and are left 

exposed. The east end of the north wall is set back, 

forming a hyphen of sorts between the main house and 

the rest of the wing. There is a single 6/6 window 

on the first floor of this hyphen, and one 2/2 window 

on the second floor. A door is centered on the pro­

jecting portion of the wing, with two 2/2 windows on 

the second floor. 

The interior plan of the main house consists of 

a wide side hall across the south gable and two 

parlours on the north side of the hall. The open-string 
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stair rises against the south wall of the hall to a 

landing at the rear. It has turned newels, square 

ballusters and a plain walnut rail. The stair ends 

are decorated with scrolled brackets, the area below 

the carriage is paneled. A door below the landing 

leads to the cellar stairs. A plain arch in the 

middle of the hall nominally divides it into a front 

entrance hall and a rear stair hall. 

The front and rear parlors are connected by a 

wide doorway in the interior partition wall. A fire­

place projects into each parlor from the gable wall. 

The mantels are typical of the second quarter of the 

19th century, with molded pilasters and rabbeted 

sideblocks below a complex shelf dominated by large, 

flat Greek ogee moldings. There is a built-in cup­

board to the left of the fireplace in the front parlor 

and original closets flanking the fireplace in the 

rear parlor. The closet to the right was originally 

a dumbwaiter, but this is no longer functional. The 

fireplace in the rear parlor is fitted with a semi­

circular Latrobe-type stove in remarkable condition. 

It is cast iron and nickel, with mica windows, and is 

identified as a "Windsor" model, made by the S. B. 
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Sexton Stove Manufacturing Co., Baltimore, Maryland. 

The most curious feature of this house is the 

variety of moldings found in combination. Both of 

the mantels and the rabbeted baseboard trim are 

typical of the 1840's and 1850's, while most of the 

architrave trim has a cove-astragal backhand generally 

associated with the first quarter of the 19th century. 

The stair paneling has an ogee panel mold that Was 

widely used throughout the latter half of the 19th 

century, but rarely appears earlier than the 1850's. 

In general, these moldings reinforce the attributed 

date of circa 1850-60, except for the presence of 

Federal details in the architrave trim and the second 

floor mantels. 

The first floor plan is repeated on the second 

floor, but with an original unheated chamber at the 

east (front) end of the hall. Closets flank the 

fireplace in the northwest chamber. The mantel in 

this room is a very fine Federal surround with paneled 

pilasters and sideblocks, a reeded center block and 

plain frieze, and a complex molded shelf that breaks 

forward above the blocks. Further embellishment is 

derived from a band of lozenge carving below the 
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shelf and strips of reeding at the base of each side 

block. The mantel in the northeast or front chamber 

is also Federal but is not so elaborate. 

The second floor plan is repeated on the third 

floor. The trim is relatively simple on this floor, 

including beaded baseboard and architrave trim and 

plain window frames. A steep ladder-stair in the 

northwest chamber leads up to the attic and the 

widow's walk. A carpenter's lock with brass knobs 

remains on the door to the southeast chamber and a 

spring latch with brass knobs has survived on the door 

to the northwest chamber. 

The cellar is divided into two rooms by a north-

south brick partition wall. The rear (west) room has 

a brick paved floor and is divided into two smaller 

rooms by an early board partition. The ceiling and 

the east wall of this room are plastered. There is a 

fireplace on the north gable wall of both rooms. 

The east fireplace is the larger of the two but has 

been blocked for a furnace flue. A large iron 

crane stored in the west room probably was removed 

from the large fireplace before it was blocked. 

The machine-sawn ceiling joists in the east room 
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are whitewashed and have never been plastered. A 

modern concrete block wall now divides this room 

in two. The original bulkhead cellar entrance is 

centered on the rear wall. 

The rear wing consists of a short hall and pantry 

in the "hyphen" and a large kitchen in the main part 

of the wing. A steep enclosed stair in the northwest 

corner of the kitchen leads up to segregated servants 

chambers on the second floor. The original rear wall 

of the main house remains exposed in the hyphen. 

The door is framed with a simple architrave with a 

Federal backband, flanked by original random-width 

weatherboard siding. 

Meat House 

A brick meat house 8 feet wide and 10 feet long 

to the rear of the house is now incorporated into 

a large frame shed. The brick gable of the pitched 

roof has survived at the east end of the building 

but has been demolished at the west end. The only 

opening is a door centered on the south facade. 

The door is constructed of vertical beaded boards 

nailed to beveled battens with wrought nails. A 
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wood box lock remains on the door- and the original 

heavy door frame with one iron door pintel has 

survived, but the door is hung on modern hinges. The 

brickwork is random common bond with a corbeled 

cornice. 
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